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Abstract:

The failures associated with the Hurricane Katrina response call attention to the challenges of, and the need
to better understand disaster management practices in the United States. This article reviews several recent
contributions to the field of disaster research and considers four key issues: the concept of disaster
vulnerability, how individuals respond to hazard risks, challenges associated with effective hazard
mitigation, and the idea of policy learning in the area of disasters. Beyond a review of these aspects of
disaster management, future directions in disaster research is discussed. © 2007 The Policy Studies
Journal.
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Resource Description

Communication: X

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

A focus of content
Communication Audience: X
audience to whom the resource is directed
Policymaker
Exposure : &
weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
Extreme Weather Event

Extreme Weather Event: Hurricanes/Cyclones
Geographic Feature: @
resource focuses on specific type of geography
Ocean/Coastal, Urban
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Geographic Location: ™
resource focuses on specific location

United States

Health Impact: &
specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
Injury

Mitigation/Adaptation: &

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern: &

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts
Low Socioeconomic Status, Racial/Ethnic Subgroup

Resource Type: @

format or standard characteristic of resource

Policy/Opinion, Review

Resilience: &

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

A focus of content

Timescale: &

time period studied

Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment: &

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

A focus of content
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